
Faculty Member 

 

Research Interests 

S. Megan Berthold, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Director of Field Education 

megan.berthold@uconn.edu 

(959) 200-3656 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Torture; Health and mental health outcomes in 

Cambodian refugees; Refugees, asylum seekers and 

immigrants; Human rights and social work; International 

social work; Health disparities; Mental health 

 

Kimberly Campbell, MSW 
Assistant Extension Professor 

kimberly.a.campbell@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3632 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Practice implementation in child welfare and 

children’s mental health; Supervision; Child maltreatment; 

Trauma responsive care; Family therapy 

 

Diane Drachman, PhD 
Associate Professor 
diane.drachman@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3640 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Social work practice with immigrant and refugee 

populations; US policies/immigrants and international 

population movements 

 

Caitlin Elsaesser, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
caitlin.elsaesser@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3671 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Victimization, violence exposure and perpetration; 

Adolescent development and wellbeing; Community, school, 

and family contexts of development; Role of technology in 

interpersonal violence 

 

https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/s-megan-berthold-phd/
mailto:megan.berthold@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2019/12/View-Megan-Bertholds-CV.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=gnH34GoAAAAJ
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/S_Berthold
https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/kimberly-campbell-msw/
mailto:kimberly.a.campbell@uconn.edu
mailto:kimberly.a.campbell@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2020/03/View-Kimberly-Campbells-CV.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=pgA7VjgAAAAJ
https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/diane-drachman-phd/
mailto:diane.drachman@uconn.edu
mailto:diane.drachman@uconn.edu
http://ssw.uconn.edu/ssw/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2010/04/d-drachman-cv.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Diane_Drachman
https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/caitlin-elsaesser-phd/
mailto:caitlin.elsaesser@uconn.edu
mailto:caitlin.elsaesser@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2018/05/View-Caitlin-Elsaessers-CV.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=YsvEJFoAAAAJ
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Caitlin_Elsaesser


Megan Feely, PhD 
Assistant Professor 

megan.feely@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3625 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Child welfare; Well-being of child welfare 

involved children; Mental health of child welfare involved 

children; Child maltreatment; Interventions that improve well-

being in the child welfare system 

 

Michael Fendrich, PhD 
Professor 
Associate Dean for Research 
michael.fendrich@uconn.edu 

(959) 200-3612 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Addiction and mental health services; Risk factors 

for substance misuse; Evaluation of interventions and 

programs; Survey research methods; Biomarkers for 

measuring substance use; Research design; Data analysis 

 

Robert Fisher, PhD 
Professor 

robert.fisher@uconn.edu 

(959) 200-3623 

 

CV  Google Scholar   ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Community organizing; Urban policy; Social 

movements; Social Theory; Social welfare history 

 

Ann Marie Garran, PhD 
Associate Professor 

annmarie.garran@uconn.edu 

(959) 200-3651 

 

CV  Google Scholar   ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Power, privilege and oppression as it pertains to 

social work education, including field instruction and 

advising; Anti-oppressive social work practice, particularly 

anti-racism; Intergroup dialogue 

 

Alex Gitterman, EdD 
Professor 

alex.gitterman@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3655 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Health and mental health; Social work practice; 

Group work 

 

 

Scott Harding, PhD 
Associate Professor 

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
Co-Director, PhD Program 
scott.harding@uconn.edu 

(959) 200-3628 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Community organization; War, militarism, and 

peace activism; Forced migration and refugee resettlement 

 

Nina Rovinelli Heller, PhD 
Dean 

Zach’s Chair in Social Work 
Co-Director, PhD Program 
nina.heller@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3649 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Clinical social work; Social work practice & 

theory; Suicide – clinical interventions and suicide 

prevention; Social work pedagogy; Psychosocial aspects of 

mental illness 

 

https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/megan-feely-phd/
mailto:megan.feely@uconn.edu
mailto:megan.feely@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2020/01/View-Megan-Feelys-CV.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Megan_Feely
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mailto:michael.fendrich@uconn.edu
mailto:michael.fendrich@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2019/09/View-Michael-Fendrichs-CV-1.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=1PN5WYMAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Michael_Fendrich
https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/robert-fisher-phd/
mailto:robert.fisher@uconn.edu
mailto:robert.fisher@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2020/03/View-Bob-Fishers-CV.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=Y8l3a3UAAAAJ
https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/ann-marie-garran-phd/
mailto:annmarie.garran@uconn.edu
mailto:annmarie.garran@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2017/06/View-Ann-Marie-Garrans-CV.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=FSdPbwQAAAAJ
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ann_Garran
https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/alex-gitterman-edd/
mailto:alex.gitterman@uconn.edu
mailto:alex.gitterman@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2018/05/View-Alex-Gittermans-CV.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=wAbXuEEAAAAJ
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alex_Gitterman
https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/scott-harding-phd/
mailto:scott.harding@uconn.edu
mailto:scott.harding@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2020/03/View-Scott-Hardings-CV.pdf
https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/nina-rovinelli-heller-phd/
mailto:nina.heller@uconn.edu
mailto:nina.heller@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2017/12/View-Nina-Hellers-CV.pdf


Brenda Kurz, PhD 
Associate Professor 

MSW Program Director 
brenda.kurz@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3635 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Behavioral & mental health related to maternal 

child health; Disparities in mental health care utilization; 

Public health; Social work education and evaluation 

 

Regina Lester-Harriat, LMSW 
Assistant Professor in Residence 
regina.lester-harriat@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3677 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: The role of religion in building emotional 

resilience in women; Building emotional resilience in children 

and adolescents; Trauma-informed practice with children and 

adolescents; Child and adolescent mental health disorders; 

Child and adolescent substance abuse; Teens and suicide; The 

experience of African-American families in the foster care 

system 

 

Kathryn Libal, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Director, UConn Human Rights Institute 
kathryn.libal@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3633 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Human rights and social work; International social 

work; Food justice mobilization; Women and children’s rights 

movements; Asylum seekers, refugees, and migrant workers 

 

Hsiu-Ju Lin, PhD 
Associate Research Professor 
hsiu-ju.lin@uconn.edu 
(860) 418-6662 

 

CV Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Research method and statistics modeling related to 

longitudinal studies; Multilevel modeling/hierarchical linear 

models; Structural equal modeling; Mental health and 

addiction problems; Criminal justice involved population; 

Health Psychology; Culture differences in preventive health 

behaviors 

 

Margaret Lloyd, PhD 
Assistant Professor 

margaret.lloyd@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3653 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Substance use disorders and child welfare; Family 

drug treatment courts; Intersectional social determinants of 

health; Social work and public policy 

 

Nathanael Okpych, PhD 
Assistant Professor 

nathanael.okpych@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3622 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  NCIB MyBibliography 

 

Interests: Outcomes and services for older youth in foster 

care; Promoting secondary and postsecondary educational 

attainment; Social support; Behavioral health; Quantitative 

methods and survey analysis 

 

Peter Papallo, LCSW, MS 
Assistant Extension Professor 

peter.papallo@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3675 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Group work; Casework; LGBT Issues; 

Bereavement 

 

https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/brenda-kurz-phd/
mailto:brenda.kurz@uconn.edu
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https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/margaret-lloyd-phd/
mailto:margaret.lloyd@uconn.edu
mailto:margaret.lloyd@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2020/01/View-Margaret-Lloyds-CV.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=nwDNnSQAAAAJ
https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/nathanael-okpych-phd/
mailto:nathanael.okpych@uconn.edu
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fcitations%3Fuser%3Dm-p_CVcAAAAJ%26hl%3Den%26oi%3Dao&data=02%7C01%7Clindsay.wessell%40uconn.edu%7C3ab63bc30e294bce267008d7d26a4161%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637209226398793463&sdata=y6BHn%2BxncWRDVshZGS%2FrDbROfpsHojnV8vgqbCP%2BqKU%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fmyncbi%2F18W8-KbNXdVAZV%2Fbibliography%2Fpublic%2F&data=02%7C01%7Clindsay.wessell%40uconn.edu%7C3ab63bc30e294bce267008d7d26a4161%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637209226398803457&sdata=kg4cxktvTfxMb21HegqGfJrIo8kQVUPviWnM3wZjsjM%3D&reserved=0
https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/peter-papallo-lcsw-ms/
mailto:peter.papallo@uconn.edu
mailto:peter.papallo@uconn.edu
https://ssw.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2377/2015/12/Peter-Papallo-CV.pdf


Rupal Parekh, PhD 
Assistant Professor 

rupal.parekh@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3627 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Social isolation and older adults; The built 

environment and transportation disadvantage; Late-llife 

Mmgration and mental health; Elder orphans and aging alone; 

Social work and public policy 

 

Jon Phillips, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
jon.phillips@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3630 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate f  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Interprofessional collaboration; Interagency 

collaboration and service integration; Improving child and 

family well-being in the child welfare system; Child welfare 

workforce development 

 

Lisa Werkmeister Rozas, PhD 
Associate Professor 

BWS Program Director 

lisa.werkmeister_rozas@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3654 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Effects of racism and discrimination on 

health/mental health; Intersectinality and cultural 

responsiveness; Inplicit bias; Inequities in child welfare; 

Cross-racial dialogue 

 

Louise Simmons, PhD 
Professor 

louise.simmons@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3641 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Urban politics and policy; Community 

organization; Urban Iissues; Welfare policy; Economic justice 

and economic rights; The impact of welfare policy changes; 

Labor and social work; Community-labor partnerships 

 

Tanya Rhodes Smith, MSW 
Instructor in Residence 
Director, Nancy A. Humphreys Institute for  
  Political Social Work 
tanya.smith@uconn.edu 

(959) 200-3631 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNE 

 

Interests: Electoral participation; Social workers in elected 

office; Voter registration, education and outreach in 

community agencies 

Ellen Smith, PhD 
Associate Extension Professor 

ellen.smith@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3634 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: HIV/AIDS; Mental health and psychosocial issues 

related to women’s health; Postpartum mental health; 

Trauma; Feminist theory; Integration of theory and practice 

 

Rebecca Thomas, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Director, Center for International Social  
  Work 

rlthomas@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3681 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Program evaluation/impact of welfare reform; 

Program evaluation/employment and training programs; 

International social work; Microcredit/microfinance; 

Community capacity building; Immigrants & refugees 

https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/rupal-parekh-phd/
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mailto:rlthomas@uconn.edu
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Wendy Ulaszek, PhD 
Associate Research Professor 

wendy.ulaszek@uconn.edu 
(860) 418-6762 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Implementation of Evidence-based practices; 

Assessment of readiness to change; Facilitation of sustainable 

organizational change; Behavioral health and addictions 

treatment; Evaluation of mental health and addictions 

programs; Correctional population 

 

Cristina Wilson, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Research Director, UConn Health University  

  Center for Excellence in Developmental   

  Disabilities  
cristina.wilson@uconn.edu 
(959) 200-3674 

 

CV  Google Scholar  ResearchGate  PubMed  PsycNET 

 

Interests: Latino families and parenting in at risk 

environments; Substance use for Latino youth and adults; 

Intervention and prevention programs for substance use; Teen 

pregnancy prevention; Fathers in the Latino community; 

Family mechanisms and factors that play a role in at risk 

behaviors; Children, youth, and adults with disabilities 

 
 
 
 

 

https://ssw.uconn.edu/person/wendy-ulaszek-phd/
mailto:wendy.ulaszek@uconn.edu
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